Birth of Bahá’u’lláh Set 2
MC
Slide 1
Dear friends, allow me to welcome you to our celebration of the Birth of Bahá'u'lláh. 
We acknowledge the First Nations people as the original inhabitants and as the Traditional Owners of the land on which this meeting is taking place today. We recognise the country north and south of the Brisbane River, as the home of both the Turrbul and Yuggerra nations. We pay deep respects to all Elders past and present and future.
Slide 2
I would like to thank to our hosts for opening their home to us tonight. We have a short program for tonight, consisting of a little background information about Bahá'u'lláh, prayers and readings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, a couple of stories and a bit of music. 
I would now like to invite NAME / CHILDREN to start with the opening prayer. 
[bookmark: _Hlk117692701]Program
1 Opening prayer – Blessed is the spot
MC opening remarks
2 Story – The dream
3 Prayer – O compassionate God!... 
4 Story – The puppet show
5 Hidden word – O son of spirit!... 
6 Reading from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh – Be generous in prosperity…
7 Closing prayer – O Lord so rich in bounty… 
Refreshments 

Slide 3 - Blessed is the spot 
Preferably as a song if the friends can sing it together, or someone with a guitar

MC - Intro to stories illustrating the personage of Bahá’u’lláh 
Slide 4 – Door to the Shrine of Bahá'u'lláh
Bahá'u'lláh (Glory of God) was born on this day in 1817, in Tihrán. His father was known as Mírzá Buzurg, a prominent and wealthy man who had been a minister at the court of the Sháh and subsequently a governor….. There are no elaborate traditions surrounding His birth. As with Jesus, a few stories have been handed down regarding Bahá'u'lláh's childhood, stories that indicate He was no ordinary child. Bahá'u'lláh displayed a fine sense of justice and fairness at a very young age. Throughout His life He would manifest these qualities….The youthful Bahá'u'lláh's wisdom and spiritual insight were also often remarked. That life, as it turned out, would be very much like his childhood dream. Bahá'u'lláh was imprisoned on false charges when still young. His property was declared confiscate and His house sacked by a mob. He was released from prison only to be exiled to Baghdád in Iraq. His revelation, born in the prison in Tihrán, would be publicly declared ten years later as He was preparing for a second exile to Constantinople. That exile was followed by forced transfers to Adrianople and finally to the distant prison-city of Akká. Throughout 40 years of imprisonment and exile, Bahá'u'lláh would be beset by enemies in the government, the clergy and even opposition within His own family. Several attempts on His life would leave their marks upon Him. Yet through it all, He remained as He had been in His childhood: a source of deep spiritual insight and wisdom, dedicated to justice and integrity, full of goodness and generosity. In short, He was One through whom the light of God’s Teachings illuminated the world. For Bahá'ís, the Birth of Bahá'u'lláh is a Holy Day celebrating the rebirth of the world through the love of God, just as Christmas is for Christians. 
There are many interesting stories illustrating the extraordinary nature of the person of Bahá'u'lláh. 
READER 1 will share one of the stories with us now
Slide 5 Story 1 – The dream 
When Bahá'u'lláh was still a child, the Vazir, His father, dreamed a dream. Bahá'u'lláh appeared to him swimming in a vast, limitless ocean. His body shone upon the waters with a radiance that illumined the sea. Around His head, which could distinctly be seen above the waters, there radiated, in all directions, His long, jetblack locks, floating in great profusion above the waves. As he dreamed, a multitude of fishes gathered round Him, each holding fast to the extremity of one hair. Fascinated by the effulgence of His face, they followed Him in whatever direction He swam. Great as was their number, and however firmly they clung to His locks, not one single hair seemed to have been detached from His head, nor did the least injury affect His person. Free and unrestrained, He moved above the waters and they all followed Him. The Vazir, greatly impressed by this dream, summoned a soothsayer, who had achieved fame in that region, and asked him to interpret it for him.
 This man, as if inspired by a premonition of the future glory of Bahá'u'lláh, declared: "The limitless ocean that you have seen in your dream, O Vazir, is none other than the world of being. Single-handed and alone, your son will achieve supreme ascendancy over it.  Wherever He may please, He will proceed unhindered. No one will resist His march, no one will hinder His progress. The multitude of fishes signifies the turmoil which He will arouse amidst the peoples and kindreds of the earth. Around Him will they gather, and to Him will they cling. Assured of the unfailing protection of the Almighty, this tumult will never harm His person, nor will His loneliness upon the sea of life endanger His safety." That soothsayer was subsequently taken to see Bahá'u'lláh. He looked intently upon His face, and examined carefully His features. He was charmed by His appearance, and extolled every trait of His countenance. Every expression in that face revealed to his eyes a sign of His concealed glory. So great was his admiration, and so profuse his praise of Bahá'u'lláh, that the Vazir, from that day, became even more passionately devoted to his son. The words spoken by that soothsayer served to fortify his hopes and confidence in Him. Like Jacob, he desired only to ensure the welfare of his beloved Joseph, and to surround Him with his loving  protection.
MC – transition to a prayer
Slide 6 – map of exiles
Bahá’u’lláh has been subjected to intense suffering and persecution, exiled from place to place and deprived of liberty for 40 years. But the harsh treatment or imprisonment could not stop Him from sharing His message with the world, calling on the kings and rulers of the world as well as on all ordinary people to follow His exhortations. He reminded us of the eternal Covenant – that God will never leave us, but will protect and guide us at all times. The following prayer which was revealed by the Bahá'u'lláh’s eldest son, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, helps us to remember this.  

Slide 7 Prayer – firmness in the Covenant 
[bookmark: _Hlk117691318]O compassionate God!  Thanks be to Thee for Thou hast awakened and made me conscious…  

 MC – transition
One of the prominent features of the writings of Bahá’u’lláh, and indeed of His own life, is the notion of detachment from the trappings of the material world, and the focus on the spiritual life. There is a beautiful story illustrating Bahá’u’lláh’s insights and wisdom relating to detachment from His earliest days, which dear READER 2 is now going share. 

Slide 8 - Story 2 – The puppet show 
In a letter Bahá’u’lláh recalled as a child seeing an elaborate puppet show about war and intrigues in the court of a king and the riches of those in authority. After the performance, Bahá’u’lláh saw a man come out from behind the tent with a box under his arm. "What is this box?" Bahá’u’lláh asked him, "and what was the nature of this display?" "All this lavish display and these elaborate devices," the puppet master replied, "the king, the princes, and the ministers, their pomp and glory, their might and power, everything you saw, are now  contained within this box." Bahá’u’lláh then recalled: "… Ever since that day, all the  trappings of the world have seemed in the eyes of this Youth akin to that same spectacle. They have never been, nor will they ever be, of any weight and consequence, be it to the extent of a grain of mustard seed.… Erelong these outward trappings, these visible  treasures, these earthly vanities, these arrayed armies, these adorned vestures, these proud and overweening souls, all shall pass into the confines of the grave, as though into that box. In the eyes of those possessed of insight, all this conflict, contention and vainglory hath ever been, and will ever be, like unto the play and pastimes of children."
(Bahá’u’lláh — The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, pages 167-8)

 MC – transition
Bahá’u’lláh has blessed us with guidance in order for us to develop our spiritual lives, and to help us make this world a beautiful place for everyone. Some of this advice was revealed in the form of short pieces of writing in Farsi and Arabic called The Hidden Words. The following piece is a beautiful rendition of the first Hidden Word revealed in Arabic: 
PLAY SONG
Slide 9 - Song  Hidden Word recording in two languages 
O SON OF SPIRIT!
My first counsel is this: Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart, that thine may be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable and everlasting.
Bahá’u’lláh
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U141AajCCuA)
MC – transition
Bahá’u’lláh gave us the hope that this world can be a better place, that humanity can live in peace and achieve spiritual as well as material prosperity. And through His Revelation, He gave us very clear and practical guidance on how to get there. Dear READER 3 will read some of it for us now:
Slide 10 - Reading 
Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and look upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer of the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be fair in thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech. Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men. Be as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression. Let integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity, a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom, a shining light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility.
Bahá’u’lláh (Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, pp 285) 

MC – transition
We would like to share with you a short tablet written by Bahá’u’lláh specifically to celebrate this day and to remember its significance:
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.
This is the month wherein was born He Who beareth the Most Great Name, Whose appearance hath caused the limbs of humankind to quake and the dust of Whose footsteps the Concourse on high and the dwellers of the cities of names have sought for a blessing. Whereupon they rendered praise unto God and cried out in joy and exultation. By God! This is the month through which all other months have been illumined, the month wherein He Who is the Hidden Secret and the Well-guarded Treasure hath been made manifest and hath called aloud amidst all humankind. All dominion belongeth to this newborn Child through Whom the face of creation hath been wreathed in smiles, and the trees have swayed, and the oceans have surged, and the mountains have taken flight, and Paradise hath lifted its voice, and the Rock hath cried out, and all things have exclaimed, “O concourse of creation! Hasten ye towards the dawning-place of the countenance of your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate!”
This is the month wherein Paradise itself was decked forth with the splendours of the countenance of its Lord, the All-Merciful, and the heavenly Nightingale warbled its melody upon the Divine Lote-Tree, and the hearts of the favoured ones were filled with rapture. But alas, the people, for the most part, are heedless. Blessed be the one who hath recognized Him and apprehended that which was promised in the Books of God, the Almighty, the All-Praised; and woe betide him that hath turned aside from the One upon Whom the Concourse on high have fixed their gaze, Him Who hath confounded every wayward misbeliever.
When once thou hast received this Tablet, intone it in the sweetest of melodies and say: Praise be to Thee, O my most merciful Lord, for remembering me in this Tablet whereby the fragrance of the garment of Thy knowledge was diffused and the oceans of Thy grace were made to surge. I bear witness that Thou art potent to do as Thou pleasest. No God is there but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

MC - transition
The Bahá’í teachings emphasise attraction of the human heart and soul to beauty – beauty of nature, art in its various forms, beauty of the spiritual world.  And so the last piece on our program we would like to share with you today is a beautiful prayer in the form of a poem revealed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. Dear READER 4 will share it with us / will share it with us in the form of a chant in Persian:

Slide 11 Closing prayer – read English version or chant Persian version
O Lord so rich in bounty, so replete with grace,
Whose knowledge doth mine inmost heart and soul embrace!

At morn, the solace of my soul is none but Thee;
The knower of my loss and woe is none but Thee.

The heart that for a moment hath Thy mention known
Will seek no friend save longing pain for Thee alone.

Withered be the heart that sigheth not for Thee,
And better blind the eye that crieth not for Thee!

In all mine hours of deepest gloom, O Lord of might,
My heart hath Thy remembrance for a shining light.

Do, through Thy favour, breathe Thy spirit into me,
That what hath never been may thus forever be.

Consider not our merit and our worth,
O Lord of bounty, but the grace Thou pourest forth.

Upon these broken-winged birds whose flight is slow
Out of Thy tender mercy newfound wings bestow.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá


MC transition
Slide 12
Dear friends this concludes our program for today. Thank you for celebrating this wonderful day with us, we hope you have enjoyed the program. Thank you to our readers, narrators and singers (if present). Please join us for refreshments and fellowship. 
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