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          Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, the whole creation 
wept with a great weeping.  By sacrificing Himself, however, a fresh capacity was infused into 
all created things.  Its evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, are now manifest 
before thee.  The deepest wisdom which the sages have uttered, the profoundest learning which 
any mind hath unfolded, the arts which the ablest hands have produced, the influence exerted 
by the most potent of rulers, are but manifestations of the quickening power released by His 
transcendent, His all-pervasive, and resplendent Spirit.  
          (Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, pages 85-86) 
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          From the exalted source, and out of the essence of His favor and bounty He hath 
entrusted every created thing with a sign of His knowledge, so that none of His creatures may 
be deprived of its share in expressing, each according to its capacity and rank, this knowledge.  
This sign is the mirror of His beauty in the world of creation.  The greater the effort exerted 
for the refinement of this sublime and noble mirror, the more faithfully will it be made to 
reflect the glory of the names and attributes of God, and reveal the wonders of His signs and 
knowledge.  Every created thing will be enabled, so great is this reflecting power,  to reveal the 
potentialities of its pre-ordained station, will recognize its capacity and limitations, and will 
testify to the truth that "He, verily, is God; there is none other God besides Him."...  
          (Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, pages 261-262) 

          Know thou that every created thing is a sign of the revelation of God.  Each, according 
to its capacity, is, and will ever remain, a token of the Almighty.  Inasmuch as He, the 
sovereign Lord of all, hath willed to reveal His sovereignty in the kingdom of  names and 
attributes, each and every created thing hath, through the act of the Divine Will, been made a 
sign of His glory.  So pervasive and general is this revelation that nothing whatsoever in the 
whole universe can be discovered that doth not reflect His splendor.  Under such conditions 
every consideration of proximity and remoteness is obliterated.... (Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, page 184) 



          Difference of capacity in human individuals is fundamental.  It is impossible for all to 
be alike, all to be equal, all to be wise. Baha'u'llah has revealed principles and laws which will 
accomplish the adjustment of varying human capacities.  He has said that whatsoever is 
possible of accomplishment in human government will be effected through these principles.  
When the laws He has instituted are carried out, there will be no millionaires possible in the 
community and likewise no extremely poor.  This will be effected and regulated by adjusting the 
different degrees of human capacity .  The fundamental basis of the community is agriculture, 

tillage of the soil.  All must be producers.  Each person 
in the community whose need is equal to his individual 
producing capacity shall be exempt from taxation.  
But if his income is greater than his needs, he must pay 
a tax until an adjustment is effected.  That is to say, a 
man's capacity for production and his needs will be 
equalized and reconciled through taxation.  If his 
production exceeds, he will pay a tax; if his necessities 
exceed his production, he shall receive an amount 
sufficient to equalize or adjust.  Therefore, taxation will 
be proportionate to capacity and production, and 
there will be no poor in the community.  
          (Abdu’l-Baha - Promulgation of Universal Peace*, page 217) 

          As difference in degree of capacity exists among human souls, as difference in 
capability is found, therefore, individualities will differ one from another.  But in reality this is a 
reason for unity and not for discord and enmity.  If the flowers of a garden were all of one 
color, the effect would be monotonous to the eye; but if the colors are variegated, it is most 
pleasing and wonderful.  The difference in adornment of color and capacity of reflection 
among the flowers gives the garden its beauty and charm.  Therefore, although we are of 
different individualities, different in ideas and of various fragrances, let us strive like flowers of 
the same divine garden to live together in harmony.  Even though each soul has its own 
individual perfume and color, all are reflecting the same light, all contributing fragrance to the 
same breeze which blows through the garden, all continuing to grow in complete harmony and 
accord. Become as waves of one sea, trees of one forest, growing in the utmost love, 
agreement and unity.        (Abdu’l-Baha - Promulgation of Universal Peace*, pages 24-25)  
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But this is not so, for capacity is of two kinds:  natural capacity and acquired capacity .  The 
first, which is the creation of  God, is purely good - in the creation of God there is no evil; but 
the acquired capacity has become the cause of the appearance of evil.  For example, God has 
created all men in such a manner and has given them such a constitution and such capacities 
that they are benefited by sugar and honey and harmed and destroyed by poison. This nature 
and constitution is innate, and God has given it equally to all mankind.  But man begins little by 
little to accustom himself to poison by taking a small quantity each day, and gradually increasing 
it, until he reaches such a point that he cannot live without a gram of opium every day.  The 
natural capacities are thus completely perverted. Observe how much the natural capacity and 
constitution can be changed, until by different habits and training they become entirely 
perverted.  One does not criticize vicious people because of their innate capacities and nature, 
but rather for their acquired capacities and nature. In creation there is no evil; all is good.  
                (Abdu’l-Baha - Some Answered Questions, pages 214-215) 

But while this principle of equality is true, it is likewise true that 
woman must prove her capacity and aptitude, must show forth the 
evidences of equality.  She must become proficient in the arts and 
sciences and prove by her accomplishments that her abilities and 
powers have merely been latent.  Demonstrations of force, such as 
are now taking place in England, are neither becoming nor effective 
in the cause of womanhood and equality.  Woman must especially 
devote her energies and abilities toward the industrial and 
agricultural sciences, seeking to assist mankind in that which is most 
needful.  By this means she will demonstrate capability and ensure 
recognition of equality in the social and economic equation.  
Undoubtedly God will confirm her in her efforts and endeavors, for 
in this century of radiance Baha'u'llah has proclaimed the reality of 
the oneness of the world of humanity and announced that all 
nations, peoples and races are one.  He has shown that although 
individuals may differ in development and capacity , they are 
essentially and intrinsically equal as human beings, just as the waves 
of the sea are innumerable and different, but the reality of the sea is 
one.    (Abdu’l-Baha - Promulgation of Universal Peace*, pages 283-284) 

Page 32 

Reading 7 

Feast of Kamál (Perfection)—August 1 

BAHÁ'Í  FEAST BOOK 

Reading 6 



          The Sun of Reality is shining upon you, the cloud of mercy is pouring down, and the 
breezes of providence are wafting through your souls.  Although the bestowal is great and the 
grace is glorious, yet capacity and readiness are requisite.  Without capacity and readiness the 
divine bounty will not become manifest and evident.   
          No matter how much the cloud may rain, the sun may shine and the breezes blow, the 
soil that is sterile will give no growth.  The ground that is pure and free from thorns and thistles 
receives and produces through the rain of the cloud of mercy.  No matter how much the sun 
shines, it will have no effect upon the black rock, but in a pure and polished mirror its lights 
become resplendent. Therefore, we must develop capacity in order that the signs of the mercy 
of the Lord may be revealed in us. We must endeavor to free the soil of the hearts from useless 
weeds and sanctify it from the thorns of worthless thoughts in order that the cloud of mercy 
of the Lord may be revealed in us.  
          The doors of God are open, but we must be ready and fitted to enter. The ocean of 
divine providence is surging, but we must be able to swim. The bestowals of the Almighty are 
descending from the heaven of grace, but capacity to receive them is essential. The foundation 
of divine generosity is gushing forth, but we must have thirst for the living waters… 
          Therefore, we must endeavor always, cry, supplicate and invoke the Kingdom of God to 
grant us full capacity in order that the bestowals of God may become revealed and manifest in 
us. And as we attain to these heavenly bounties, we shall offer thanks unto the threshold of 
oneness. Then shall we rejoice in the Lord that in this wonderful century and glorious age, 
under the shelter of the Kingdom of God we have enjoyed these bestowals and will arise in 
praise and thanksgiving.      (Abdu’l-Baha - Promulgation of Universal Peace*, page 195) 

          The people of Baha, who are the inmates of the Ark of God, are, one and all, well aware 
of one another's state and condition, and are united in the bonds of intimacy and fellowship.  
Such a state, however, must depend upon their faith and their conduct.  They that are of the 
same grade and station are fully aware of one another's capacity, character, accomplishments 
and merits.  They that are of a lower grade, however, are incapable of comprehending 
adequately the station, or of estimating the merits, of those that rank above them.  Each shall 
receive his share from thy Lord.  Blessed is the man that hath turned his face towards God, and 
walked steadfastly in His love, until his soul hath winged its flight unto God, the Sovereign 
Lord of all, the Most Powerful, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.   
                (Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, page 170) 
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