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O God, my God! These are Thy feeble servants; they are Thy loyal 
bondsmen and Thy handmaidens, who have bowed themselves down 
before Thine exalted Utterance and humbled themselves at Thy 
Threshold of light, and borne witness to Thy oneness through which 
the Sun hath been made to shine in midday splendour. They have 
listened to the summons Thou didst raise from out Thy hidden Realm, 
and with hearts quivering with love and rapture, they have responded 
to Thy call.  
 
O Lord, shower upon them all the outpourings of Thy mercy, rain down 
upon them all the waters of Thy grace. Make them to grow as 
beauteous plants in the garden of heaven, and from the full and 
brimming clouds of Thy bestowals and out of the deep pools of Thine 
abounding grace make Thou this garden to flower, and keep it ever 
green and lustrous, ever fresh and shimmering and fair.  
 
Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful, He Who alone, 
in the heavens and on the earth, abideth unchanged. There is none 
other God save Thee, the Lord of manifest tokens and signs. 

 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í Prayers, §24.43) 
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O Son of Him that Stood by His Own Entity in the Kingdom of His Self!  
 
Know thou, that I have wafted unto thee all the fragrances of holiness, 
have fully revealed to thee My word, have perfected through thee My 
bounty and have desired for thee that which I have desired for My 
Self. Be then content with My pleasure and thankful unto Me. 
 

(Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh, Arabic no.70) 
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O Son of Being!  
 
How couldst thou forget thine own faults and busy thyself with the 
faults of others? Whoso doeth this is accursed of Me. 

 
 

(Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh', Arabic no. 26) 
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In every age and cycle He hath, through the splendorous light shed by 
the Manifestations of His wondrous Essence, recreated all things, so 
that whatsoever reflecteth in the heavens and on the earth the signs 
of His glory may not be deprived of the outpourings of His mercy, nor 
despair of the showers of His favors. How all-encompassing are the 
wonders of His boundless grace! Behold how they have pervaded the 
whole of creation. Such is their virtue that not a single atom in the 
entire universe can be found which doth not declare the evidences of 
His might, which doth not glorify His holy Name, or is not expressive 
of the effulgent light of His unity. So perfect and comprehensive is His 
creation that no mind nor heart, however keen or pure, can ever grasp 
the nature of the most insignificant of His creatures; much less fathom 
the mystery of Him Who is the Daystar of Truth, Who is the invisible 
and unknowable Essence.  

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, §26.3) 
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God is pure perfection and the creation is absolute imperfection. For 
God to descend into the degrees of existence would be the greatest 
of imperfections; rather, His manifestation, dawning, and effulgence 
are even as the appearance of the sun in a clear, bright, and polished 
mirror.  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, §27.4) 
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When we examine all things with the eye of discernment, we observe 
that they are generally confined to three categories: mineral, 
vegetable, and animal. Thus there are three classes of beings and each 
class has its associated species. Man is the most distinguished species 
in that he combines the perfections of all three classes - that is, he 
possesses a material body, the power of growth, and the power of 
sensation. Beyond the mineral, vegetable, and animal perfections, 
however, he also possesses a special perfection of which other 
created things are bereft, namely, the perfections of the mind. Thus 
man is the noblest of all existing things. 
Man is in the ultimate degree of materiality and the beginning of 
spirituality; that is, he is at the end of imperfection and the beginning 
of perfection. He is at the furthermost degree of darkness and the 
beginning of the light. That is why the station of man is said to be the 
end of night and the beginning of day, meaning that he encompasses 
all the degrees of imperfection and that he potentially possesses all 
the degrees of perfection. He has both an animal side and an angelic 
side, and the role of the educator is to so train human souls that the 
angelic side may overcome the animal. Thus, should the divine 
powers, which are identical with perfection, overcome in man the 
satanic powers, which are absolute imperfection, he becomes the 
noblest of all creatures, but should the converse take place, he 
becomes the vilest of all beings. That is why he is the end of 
imperfection and the beginning of perfection. 
 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, §64.1) 
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Every imperfect soul is self-centered and thinketh only of his own 
good. But as his thoughts expand a little he will begin to think of the 
welfare and comfort of his family. If his ideas still more widen, his 
concern will be the felicity of his fellow citizens; and if still they widen, 
he will be thinking of the glory of his land and of his race. But when 
ideas and views reach the utmost degree of expansion and attain the 
stage of perfection, then will he be interested in the exaltation of 
humankind. He will then be the well-wisher of all men and the seeker 
of the weal and prosperity of all lands. This is indicative of perfection. 

 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, §34.2) 
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From that which hath been said it becometh evident that all things, in 
their inmost reality, testify to the revelation of the names and 
attributes of God within them. Each according to its capacity, 
indicateth, and is expressive of, the knowledge of God. So potent and 
universal is this revelation, that it hath encompassed all things, visible 
and invisible. Thus hath He revealed: “Hath aught else save Thee a 
power of revelation which is not possessed by Thee, that it could have 
manifested Thee? Blind is the eye which doth not perceive Thee.”  
 
Likewise, hath the eternal King spoken: “No thing have I perceived, 
except that I perceived God within it, God before it, or God after it.” 
Also in the tradition of Kumayl it is written: “Behold, a light hath shone 
forth out of the Morn of eternity, and lo! its waves have penetrated 
the inmost reality of all men.” Man, the noblest and most perfect of 
all created things, excelleth them all in the intensity of this revelation, 
and is a fuller expression of its glory. And of all men, the most 
accomplished, the most distinguished and the most excellent are the 
Manifestations of the Sun of Truth. 

 (Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, §109) 
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Briefly, good deeds become perfect and complete only after the 
knowledge of God has been acquired, the love of God has been 
manifested, and spiritual attractions and goodly motives have been 
attained. Otherwise, though good deeds be praiseworthy, if they do 
not spring from the knowledge of God, from the love of God, and from 
a sincere intention, they will be imperfect. For example, human 
existence must encompass all perfections in order to be complete. The 
power of sight is highly prized and precious, but it must be aided by 
that of hearing; the hearing is highly prized, but it must be aided by 
the power of speech; the power of speech is highly prized, but it must 
be aided by that of reason; and so on with the other powers, organs, 
and members of man. When all these powers, senses, parts, and 
organs are combined together, perfection is attained. 
 

 ('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, §84.7) 
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Friends are welcome to say or chant a prayer of their choice 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


