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O my God! O my God! Glory be unto Thee for that Thou hast confirmed
me to the confession of Thy oneness, attracted me unto the word of
Thy singleness, enkindled me by the fire of Thy love, and occupied me
with Thy mention and the service of Thy friends and maidservants.

O Lord, help me to be meek and lowly, and strengthen me in severing
myself from all things and in holding to the hem of the garment of Thy
glory, so that my heart may be filled with Thy love and leave no space
for love of the world and attachment to its qualities.

O God! Sanctify me from all else save Thee, purge me from the dross
of sins and transgressions, and cause me to possess a spiritual heart
and conscience. Verily, Thou art merciful and, verily, Thou art the Most
Generous, Whose help is sought by all men.

('Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i Prayers, §24.32)
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O My Friends!

Have ye forgotten that true and radiant morn, when in those hallowed
and blessed surroundings ye were all gathered in My presence
beneath the shade of the tree of life, which is planted in the all-
glorious paradise? Awestruck ye listened as | gave utterance to these
three most holy words: O friends! Prefer not your will to Mine, never
desire that which | have not desired for you, and approach Me not
with lifeless hearts, defiled with worldly desires and cravings. Would
ye but sanctify your souls, ye would at this present hour recall that
place and those surroundings, and the truth of My utterance should
be made evident unto all of you.

(Baha'u'llah, The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, Persian no. 19)
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O Children of Adam!

Holy words and pure and goodly deeds ascend unto the heaven of
celestial glory. Strive that your deeds may be cleansed from the dust
of self and hypocrisy and find favour at the court of glory; for ere long
the assayers of mankind shall, in the holy presence of the Adored One,
accept naught but absolute virtue and deeds of stainless purity. This is
the daystar of wisdom and of divine mystery that hath shone above
the horizon of the divine will. Blessed are they that turn thereunto.

(Baha'u'llah, The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, Persian no. 69)
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Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God is endowed with such
potency as can instill new life into every human frame, if ye be of them that
comprehend this truth. All the wondrous works ye behold in this world have
been manifested through the operation of His supreme and most exalted Will,
His wondrous and inflexible Purpose. Through the mere revelation of the word
“Fashioner,” issuing forth from His lips and proclaiming His attribute to mankind,
such power is released as can generate, through successive ages, all the
manifold arts which the hands of man can produce.

This, verily, is a certain truth. No sooner is this resplendent word uttered, than
its animating energies, stirring within all created things, give birth to the means
and instruments whereby such arts can be produced and perfected. All the
wondrous achievements ye now witness are the direct consequences of the
Revelation of this Name. In the days to come, ye will, verily, behold things of
which ye have never heard before. Thus hath it been decreed in the Tablets of
God, and none can comprehend it except them whose sight is sharp.

In like manner, the moment the word expressing My attribute “The Omniscient”
issueth forth from My mouth, every created thing will, according to its capacity
and limitations, be invested with the power to unfold the knowledge of the most
marvelous sciences, and will be empowered to manifest them in the course of
time at the bidding of Him Who is the Almighty, the All-Kknowing. Know thou of
a certainty that the Revelation of every other Name is accompanied by a similar
manifestation of Divine power. Every single letter proceeding out of the mouth
of God is indeed a mother letter, and every word uttered by Him Who is the
Wellspring of Divine Revelation is a mother word, and His Tablet a Mother
Tablet. Well is it with them that apprehend this truth.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, §74)
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They that valiantly labour in quest of God, will, when once they have
renounced all else but Him, be so attached and wedded unto that City,
that a moment’s separation from it would to them be unthinkable.
They will hearken unto infallible proofs from the Hyacinth of that
assembly, and will receive the surest testimonies from the beauty of
its Rose, and the melody of its Nightingale. Once in about a thousand
years shall this City be renewed and readorned....

That City is none other than the Word of God revealed in every age
and dispensation. In the days of Moses it was the Pentateuch; in the
days of Jesus, the Gospel; in the days of Muhammad, the Messenger
of God, the Qur'an; in this day, the Bayan; and in the Dispensation of
Him Whom God will make manifest, His own Book - the Book unto
which all the Books of former Dispensations must needs be referred,
the Book that standeth amongst them all transcendent and supreme.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, §125.10-125.11)
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Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath,
however, deprived him of that which he doth inherently possess.
Through a word proceeding out of the mouth of God he was called
into being; by one word more he was guided to recognize the Source
of his education; by yet another word his station and destiny were
safeguarded. The Great Being saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems
of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its
treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.

If any man were to meditate on that which the Scriptures, sent down
from the heaven of God’s holy Will, have revealed, he would readily
recognize that their purpose is that all men shall be regarded as one
soul, so that the seal bearing the words “The Kingdom shall be God’s”
may be stamped on every heart, and the light of Divine bounty, of
grace, and mercy may envelop all mankind.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, §122)
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Incline your hearts, O people of God, unto the counsels of your true,
your incomparable Friend. The Word of God may be likened unto a
sapling, whose roots have been implanted in the hearts of men. It is
incumbent upon you to foster its growth through the living waters of
wisdom, of sanctified and holy words, so that its root may become
firmly fixed and its branches may spread out as high as the heavens
and beyond.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, §43.9)
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O friend of mine! The Word of God is the king of words and its
pervasive influence is incalculable. It hath ever dominated and will
continue to dominate the realm of being. The Great Being saith: The
Word is the master key for the whole world, inasmuch as through its
potency the doors of the hearts of men, which in reality are the doors
of heaven, are unlocked. No sooner had but a glimmer of its effulgent
splendor shone forth upon the mirror of love than the blessed word “I
am the Best-Beloved” was reflected therein. It is an ocean
inexhaustible in riches, comprehending all things. Every thing which
can be perceived is but an emanation therefrom. High, immeasurably
high is this sublime station, in whose shadow moveth the essence of
loftiness and splendor, wrapt in praise and adoration.

(Baha'u'llah, Lawh-i-Magsud [Tablet of Magsud], Tablets of Baha’u’llah
Revealed After the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, §11.31)
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O handmaid of God, peace must first be established among
individuals, until it leadeth in the end to peace among nations.
Wherefore, O ye Baha'is, strive ye with all your might to create,
through the power of the Word of God, genuine love, spiritual
communion and durable bonds among individuals. This is your task.

('Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah3a, §201.2)
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