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O God our Lord! Protect us through Thy grace from whatsoever may 
be repugnant unto Thee and vouchsafe unto us that which well 
beseemeth Thee. Give us more out of Thy bounty and bless us. Pardon 
us for the things we have done and wash away our sins and forgive us 
with Thy gracious forgiveness. Verily Thou art the Most Exalted, the 
Self-Subsisting.  
 
Thy loving providence hath encompassed all created things in the 
heavens and on the earth, and Thy forgiveness hath surpassed the 
whole creation. Thine is sovereignty; in Thy hand are the Kingdoms of 
Creation and Revelation; in Thy right hand Thou holdest all created 
things and within Thy grasp are the assigned measures of forgiveness. 
Thou forgivest whomsoever among Thy servants Thou pleasest. Verily 
Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving. Nothing whatsoever 
escapeth Thy knowledge, and naught is there which is hidden from 
Thee.  
 
O God our Lord! Protect us through the potency of Thy might, enable 
us to enter Thy wondrous surging ocean, and grant us that which well 
befitteth Thee. Thou art the Sovereign Ruler, the Mighty Doer, the 
Exalted, the All-Loving. 

 
(The Báb, Selections from the Writings of the Báb, §7.9) 
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O Son of Utterance!  
 
Turn thy face unto Mine and renounce all save Me; for My sovereignty 
endureth and My dominion perisheth not. If thou seekest another 
than Me, yea, if thou searchest the universe forevermore, thy quest 
will be in vain. 

 
 

(Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh, Arabic no. 15) 
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O Son of My Handmaid!  
 
Didst thou behold immortal sovereignty, thou wouldst strive to pass 
from this fleeting world. But to conceal the one from thee and to 
reveal the other is a mystery which none but the pure in heart can 
comprehend. 

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh, Persian no. 41) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

4 
 

Feast of Sulṭán (Sovereignty) 
 

4 
 

 
 
 

Let thine ear be attentive, O Nabíl-i-A'ẓam, to the Voice of the Ancient 
of Days, crying to thee from the Kingdom of His all-glorious Name. He 
it is Who is now proclaiming from the realms above, and within the 
inmost essence of all created things: “I truly am God, there is none 
other God but Me. I am He Who, from everlasting, hath been the 
Source of all sovereignty and power, He Who shall continue, 
throughout eternity, to exercise His kingship and to extend His 
protection unto all created things. My proof is the greatness of My 
might and My sovereignty that embraceth the whole of creation.” 

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, §139) 
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I wish to awaken you out of your deep slumber. Do you know in what 
day you are living? Do you realize in what dispensation you exist? Have 
you not read in the holy scriptures that at the consummation of the 
ages there would dawn a day — the sum total of all past days? This is 
the day when the Lord of hosts hath come on the clouds of glory. This 
is the day in which the inhabitants of the world shall enter under the 
tent of the word of God. This is the day whose real sovereign is His 
Highness the Almighty. This is the day when the east and the west shall 
embrace each other like unto two lovers; war and contention shall be 
forgotten and nations and governments shall enter into an eternal 
bond of amity and conciliation. This century is the fulfillment of the 
promised century, the dawn of the appearances of the glorious visions 
of past prophets and sages. 

  
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, §1.21) 
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Dispel my grief by Thy bounty and Thy generosity, O God, my God, and 
banish mine anguish through Thy sovereignty and Thy might. Thou 
seest me, O my God, with my face set towards Thee at a time when 
sorrows have compassed me on every side. I implore Thee, O Thou 
Who art the Lord of all being, and overshadowest all things visible and 
invisible, by Thy Name whereby Thou hast subdued the hearts and the 
souls of men, and by the billows of the Ocean of Thy mercy and the 
splendours of the Daystar of Thy bounty, to number me with them 
whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from setting their faces 
toward Thee, O Thou Lord of all names and Maker of the heavens!  
 
Thou beholdest, O my Lord, the things which have befallen me in Thy 
days. I entreat Thee, by Him Who is the Dayspring of Thy names and 
the Dawning-Place of Thine attributes, to ordain for me what will 
enable me to arise to serve Thee and to extol Thy virtues. Thou art, 
verily, the Almighty, the Most Powerful, Who art wont to answer the 
prayers of all men!  
 
And, finally, I beg of Thee by the light of Thy countenance to bless my 
affairs, and redeem my debts, and satisfy my needs. Thou art He to 
Whose power and to Whose dominion every tongue hath testified, 
and Whose majesty and Whose sovereignty every understanding 
heart hath acknowledged. No God is there but Thee, Who hearest and 
art ready to answer. 

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations, §154.1) 

 



 

7 
 

Feast of Sulṭán (Sovereignty) 
 

7 
 

 
 
 

Furthermore, by sovereignty is meant the all-encompassing, all-
pervading power which is inherently exercised by the Qá’im whether 
or not He appear to the world clothed in the majesty of earthly 
dominion. This is solely dependent upon the will and pleasure of the 
Qá’im Himself. You will readily recognize that the terms sovereignty, 
wealth, life, death, judgment and resurrection, spoken of by the 
scriptures of old, are not what this generation hath conceived and 
vainly imagined. Nay, by sovereignty is meant that sovereignty which 
in every dispensation resideth within, and is exercised by, the person 
of the Manifestation, the Day-star of Truth. That sovereignty is the 
spiritual ascendancy which He exerciseth to the fullest degree over all 
that is in heaven and on earth, and which in due time revealeth itself 
to the world in direct proportion to its capacity and spiritual 
receptiveness, even as the sovereignty of Muḥammad, the Messenger 
of God, is today apparent and manifest amongst the people.  

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, §114) 
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God is eternal and ancient - not a new God. His sovereignty is of old, 
not recent - not merely existent these five or six thousand years. This 
infinite universe is from everlasting. The sovereignty, power, names 
and attributes of God are eternal, ancient. His names presuppose 
creation and predicate His existence and will. We say God is Creator. 
This name Creator appears when we connote creation. We say God is 
the Provider. This name presupposes and proves the existence of the 
provided. God is Love. This name proves the existence of the beloved. 
In the same way God is Mercy, God is Justice, God is Life, etc. 
Therefore, as God is Creator, eternal and ancient, there were always 
creatures and subjects existing and provided for. There is no doubt 
that divine sovereignty is eternal. 

  
('Abdu'l-Bahá, from a talk delivered at Theosophical Lodge, Broadway and Seventy-

ninth Street, New York, on 30 May 1912, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 
§58.7) 
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Say: He ordaineth as He pleaseth, by virtue of His sovereignty, and 
doeth whatsoever He willeth at His own behest. He shall not be asked 
of the things it pleaseth Him to ordain. He, in truth, is the 
Unrestrained, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise.  

 
(Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, §129.12) 
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Friends are welcome to say or chant a prayer of their choice 
 
 

 


