Feast of Masa’il (Questions)—December 12

Reading 1

Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed abashed, inasmuch as
he is fully aware that the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his wealth, his might, his
exaltation, his advancement and power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden
beneath the feet of all men. There can be no doubt that whoever is cognizant of this truth, is

cleansed and sanctified from all pride, arrogance, and vainglory.
(Bah&'u'llah: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Page: 44)

Reading 2

He is not to be numbered with the people of Baha who followeth his mundane desires, or
fixeth his heart on things of the earth. He is My true follower who, if he come to a valley of
pure gold, will pass straight through it aloof as a cloud, and will neither turn back, nor pause.
Such a man is, assuredly, of Me. From his garment the Concourse on high can inhale the fra-
grance of sanctity... And if he met the fairest and most comely of women, he would not feel
his heart seduced by the least shadow of desire for her beauty. Such an one, indeed, is the crea-
tion of spotless chastity. Thus instructeth you the Pen of the Ancient of Days, as bidden by
your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful. ~ (Bahau'llah: Gleanings, Page: 118)

Reading 3

How great the number of people who deck themselves with robes of silk all their lives,
while clad in the garb of fire, inasmuch as they have divested themselves of the raiment of
divine guidance and righteousness; and how numerous are those who wear dothes made of
cotton or coarse wool throughout their lives, and yet by reason of their being endowed with the
vesture of divine guidance and righteousness, are truly attired with the raiment of Paradise and
take delight in the good-pleasure of God. Indeed it would be better in the sight of God were ye
to combine the two, adorning yourselves with the raiment of divine guidance and righteousness
and wearing exquisite silk, if ye can afford to do so. If not, at least act ye not unrighteously, but
rather observe piety and virtue... (The Bab: Selections from the Bab, Page: 149)
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Reading 4

O MY SERVANTS! Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must
give forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yourselves and
others may profit therefrom. Thus it is incumbent on every
one to engage in crafts and professions, for therein lies the
secret of wealth, O men of understanding! For results depend
upon means, and the grace of God shall be all-sufficient unto
you. Trees that yield no fruit have been and will ever be for the
fire. (Bah&'u'llah: Persian Hidden Words, Page: 80)

Reading 5

...man should know his own self and recognize that which leadeth unto loftiness or lowliness,
glory or abasement, wealth or poverty. Having attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his
maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through crafts or
professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of men of wisdom, and
especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the world and to
the edification of its peoples. They are, in truth, cup-bearers of the life-giving water of
knowledge and guides unto the ideal way. They direct the peoples of the world to the straight
path and acquaint them with that which is conducive to human upliftment and exaltation. The
straight path is the one which guideth man to the dayspring of perception and to the dawning-
place of true understanding and leadeth him to that which will redound to glory, honour and
greatness.

We cherish the hope that through the loving-kindness of the All-Wise, the All-Knowing,
obscuring dust may be dispelled and the power of perception enhanced, that the people may
discover the purpose for which they have been called into being. In this Day whatsoever
serveth to reduce blindness and to increase vision is worthy of consideration. This vision acteth
as the agent and guide for true knowledge. Indeed in the estimation of men of wisdom
keenness of understanding is due to keenness of vision. The people of Baha must under all

circumstances observe that which is meet and seemly and exhort the people accordingly.
(Bahd'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 35)
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Reading 6

The beginning of magnanimity is when man expendeth his
wealth on himself, on his family and on the poor among his
brethren in his Faith. The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso
loveth Me is the possessor of all things, and he that loveth Me not is
indeed of the poor and needy. This is that which the Finger of

Glory and Splendour hath revealed.
(Bahd'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 156)

Reading 7

O YE THAT PRIDE YOURSELVES ON MORTAL RICHES! Know ye in truth that wealth
is @ mighty barrier between the seeker and his desire, the lover and his beloved. The rich, but
for a few, shall in no wise attain the court of His presence nor enter the city of content and
resignation. Well is it then with him, who, being rich, is not hindered by his riches from the
eternal kingdom, nor deprived by them of imperishable dominion. By the Most Great Name!
The splendor of such a wealthy man shall illuminate the dwellers of heaven even as the sun
enlightens the people of the earth! (Bah&'u'llah: Persian Hidden Words, Page: 53)
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Reading 8

Say: Rejoice not in the things ye possess; tonight they are yours, tomorrow others will
possess them....Happy the days that have been consecrated to the remembrance of God, and
blessed the hours which have been spent in praise of Him Who is the All-Wise. By My life!
Neither the pomp of the mighty, nor the wealth of the rich, nor even the ascendancy of the
ungodly will endure. All will perish, at a word from Him. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
All-Compelling, the Almighty. What advantage is there in the earthly things which men
possess? That which shall profit them, they have utterly neglected. Erelong, they will awake
from their slumber, and find themselves unable to obtain that which hath escaped them in the
days of their Lord, the Almighty, the All-Praised. Did they but know it, they would renounce
their all, that their names may be mentioned before His throne. They, verily, are accounted
among the dead. (Bahd'u'llah: The Kitab-i-Aqdas, Pages: 33-34)

Reading 9

They who are possessed of riches, however, must have the utmost regard for the poor, for
great is the honor destined by God for those poor who are steadfast in patience. By My life!
There is no honor, except what God may please to bestow, that can mmpare to this honor.
Great is the blessedness awaiting the poor that endure patiently and conceal their sufferings,
and well is it with the rich who bestow their riches on the needy and prefer them before
themselves.

Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive to earn the means of livelihood. This
Is a duty which, in this most great Revelation, hath been prescribed unto every one, and is
accounted in the sight of God as a goodly deed. Whoso observeth this duty, the help of the
invisible One shall most certainly aid him. He can enrich, through His grace, whomsoever He
pleaseth. He, verily, hath power over all things.... (Baha'u'lléh: Gleanings, Pages: 202-203)
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