f

O God, my God! These are Thy feeble servants; they are Thy loyal
bondsmen and Thy handmaidens, who have bowed themselves down
before Thine exalted Utterance and humbled themselves at Thy
Threshold of light, and borne witness to Thy oneness through which
the Sun hath been made to shine in midday splendour. They have
listened to the summons Thou didst raise from out Thy hidden Realm,
and with hearts quivering with love and rapture, they have responded
to Thy call.

O Lord, shower upon them all the outpourings of Thy mercy, rain down
upon them all the waters of Thy grace. Make them to grow as
beauteous plants in the garden of heaven, and from the full and
brimming clouds of Thy bestowals and out of the deep pools of Thine
abounding grace make Thou this garden to flower, and keep it ever
green and lustrous, ever fresh and shimmering and fair.

Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful, He Who alone,
in the heavens and on the earth, abideth unchanged. There is none
other God save Thee, the Lord of manifest tokens and signs.

('Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i Prayers, §24.43)
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O Son of Dust!

The wise are they that speak not unless they obtain a hearing, even as
the cup-bearer, who proffereth not his cup till he findeth a seeker, and
the lover who crieth not out from the depths of his heart until he
gazeth upon the beauty of his beloved. Wherefore sow the seeds of
wisdom and knowledge in the pure soil of the heart, and keep them
hidden, till the hyacinths of divine wisdom spring from the heart and
not from mire and clay.

(Baha'u'llah, The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, Persian no. 36)
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O Children of Negligence and Passion!

Ye have suffered My enemy to enter My house and have cast out My
friend, for ye have enshrined the love of another than Me in your
hearts. Give ear to the sayings of the Friend and turn towards His
paradise. Worldly friends, seeking their own good, appear to love one
the other, whereas the true Friend hath loved and doth love you for
your own sakes; indeed He hath suffered for your guidance countless
afflictions. Be not disloyal to such a Friend, nay rather hasten unto
Him. Such is the daystar of the word of truth and faithfulness, that
hath dawned above the horizon of the pen of the Lord of all names.
Open your ears that ye may hearken unto the word of God, the Help
in peril, the Self-Existent.

(Baha'u'llah, The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, Persian no. 52)
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Say: He hath kindled the lamp of utterance, and feedeth it with the oil
of wisdom and understanding. Too high is thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
for aught in the universe to resist His Faith. He revealeth what He
pleaseth through the power of His sovereign might, and protecteth it
with a host of His well-favoured angels. He is supreme over His
servants and exerciseth undisputed dominion over His creation. He,
verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

(Baha'u'llah, Summons of the Lord of Hosts, §1.191)
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The first utterance of Him Who is the All-Wise is this: O children of
dust! Turn your faces from the darkness of estrangement to the
effulgent light of the daystar of unity. This is that which above all else
will benefit the peoples of the earth. O friend! Upon the tree of
utterance there hath never been, nor shall there ever be, a fairer leaf,
and beneath the ocean of knowledge no pearl more wondrous can
ever be found.

(Baha'u'llah, Tabernacle of Unity, §1.10)
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The utterance of God is a lamp, whose light is these words: Ye are the
fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. Deal ye one with
another with the utmost love and harmony, with friendliness and
fellowship. He Who is the Daystar of Truth beareth Me witness! So
powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.
The one true God, He Who knoweth all things, Himself testifieth to the
truth of these words.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, §132.3)
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O Tongue of this Temple! We, verily, have created thee through Our
name, the All-Merciful, have taught thee whatsoever had remained
concealed in the Bayan, and have bestowed upon thee the power of
utterance, that thou mayest make mention of Mine exalted Self
amidst My creatures. Proclaim, then, this wondrous and mighty
Remembrance, and fear not the manifestations of the Evil One. Thou
wert called into being for this very purpose by virtue of My
transcendent and all-compelling command. Through thee have We
unloosed the Tongue of Utterance to expound all that hath been, and
We shall again, by My sovereign power, unloose it to speak of that
which is yet to come. Erelong shall We bring into being through thee
eloquent tongues that will praise and extol Me amongst the
Concourse on high and amidst the peoples of the world. Thus have the
verses of God been revealed, and thus hath it been decreed by the
Lord of all names and attributes. Thy Lord, verily, is the True One, the
Knower of things unseen. Nothing whatsoever shall prevent these
tongues from magnifying their Creator. Through them, all created
things shall arise to glorify the Lord of names and to bear witness that
there is none other God save Me, the All-Powerful, the Most-Glorious,
the Best-Beloved. Nor shall those who make mention of Me speak
aught unless they be inspired by this Tongue from its lofty station.
Few, however, are they who understand! No tongue is there that
speaketh not the praises of its Lord and maketh not mention of His

Name. Amongst the people, however, are those who understand and ’

utter praises, and those who utter praises, yet understand not.

(Baha'u'lldh, Summons of the Lord of Hosts, §1. 21)
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O My Name! Utterance must needs possess penetrating power. For if
bereft of this quality it would fail to exert influence. And this
penetrating influence dependeth on the spirit being pure and the
heart stainless. Likewise it needeth moderation, without which the
hearer would be unable to bear it, rather he would manifest
opposition from the very outset. And moderation will be obtained by
blending utterance with the tokens of divine wisdom which are
recorded in the sacred Books and Tablets. Thus when the essence of
one’s utterance is endowed with these two requisites it will prove
highly effective and will be the prime factor in transforming the souls
of men. This is the station of supreme victory and celestial dominion.
Whoso attaineth thereto is invested with the power to teach the
Cause of God and to prevail over the hearts and minds of men.

(Baha'u'lldh, Lawh-i-Siyyid-i-Mihdiy-i-Dahaji [Tablet to Siyyid Mihdiy-i-Dahaji], Tablets
of Bahd'u'llah Revealed After the Kitab-i-Agdas, §13.14)
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Say: If it be Our pleasure We shall render the Cause victorious through
the power of a single word from Our presence. He is in truth the
Omnipotent, the All-Compelling. Should it be God’s intention, there
would appear out of the forests of celestial might the lion of
indomitable strength whose roaring is like unto the peals of thunder
reverberating in the mountains. However, since Our loving providence
surpasseth all things, We have ordained that complete victory should
be achieved through speech and utterance, that Our servants
throughout the earth may thereby become the recipients of divine
good. This is but a token of God’s bounty vouchsafed unto them. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.

(Baha'u'llah, Lawh-i-Siyyid-i-Mihdiy-i-Dahaji [Tablet to Siyyid Mihdiy-i-Dahaji], Tablets
of Baha'u'llah Revealed After the Kitab-i-Agdas, §13.9)
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welcome to say or chant a prayer of their choice
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