Feast of Qudrat (Power)—November 4

Reading 1

Consider the rational faculty with which God hath endowed the essence of man. Examine
thine own self, and behold how thy motion and stillness, thy will and purpose, thy sight and
hearing, thy sense of smell and power of speech, and whatever else is related to, or
transcendeth, thy physical senses or spiritual perceptions, all proceed from, and owe their
existence to, this same faculty. So closely are they related unto it, that if in less than the
twinkling of an eye its relationship to the human body be severed, each and every one of these
senses will cease immediately to exercise its function, and will be deprived of the power to
manifest the evidences of its activity. It is indubitably clear and evident that each of these
afore-mentioned instruments has depended, and will ever continue to depend, for its proper
functioning on this rational faculty, which should be regarded as a sign of the revelation of
Him Who is the sovereign Lord of all. Through its manifestation all these names and attributes
have been revealed, and by the suspension of its action they are all destroyed and perish. It
would be wholly untrue to maintain that this faculty is the same as the power of vision,

inasmuch as the power of vision is derived from it and acteth in dependence upon it.
(Bah&'u'llah: Gleanings, Page: 164)

Reading 2

Now is the moment in which to cleanse thyself with the waters of detachment that have flowed
out from the Supreme Pen, and to ponder, wholly for the sake of God, those things which,
time and again, have been sent down or manifested, and then to strive, as much as lieth in thee,
to quench, through the power of wisdom and the force of thy utterance, the fire of enmity and

hatred which smouldereth in the hearts of the peoples of the world.
(Baha'u'llah: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Page: 12)

Reading 3

Unto the emblems of justice and the exponents of equity it is indubitably clear and evident that
this Wronged One, strengthened by the transcendent power of the Kingdom, is seeking to
efface from among the peoples and kindreds of the earth every evidence of disorder, discord,
dissension, differences or divisions; and it is for no other reason but this great, this momentous
object that He hath again and again been cast into prison and many a day and a night hath been
subjected to chains and fetters. Blessed are they that judge this impregnable Cause, this
glorious Announcement, with fairness and equity.  (Bahau'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 260)
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Reading 4

After passing through the Valley of knowledge, which is the last plane of limitation, the
wayfarer cometh to THE VALLEY OF UNITY and drinketh from the cup of the Absolute,
and gazeth on the Manifestations of Oneness. In this station he pierceth the veils of plurality,
fleeth from the worlds of the flesh, and ascendeth into the heaven of singleness. With the ear
of God he heareth, with the eye of God he beholdeth the mysteries of divine creation. He
steppeth into the sanctuary of the Friend, and shareth as an intimate the pavilion of the Loved
One. He stretcheth out the hand of truth from the sleeve of the Absolute; he reveakth the
secrets of power. He seeth in himself neither name nor fame nor rank, but findeth his own
praise in praising God. He beholdeth in his own name the name of God; to him, "all songs are
from the King," and every melody from Him. He sitteth on the throne of "Say, all is from
God," and taketh his rest on the carpet of "There is no power or might but in God." He
looketh on all things with the eye of oneness, and seeth the brilliant rays of the divine sun
shining from the dawning-point of Essence alike on all created things, and the lights of
singleness reflected over all creation.  (Baha'u'llah: Seven Valleys and Four Valleys, Pages: 17-18)

Reading 5

In this wonderful age the East is enlightened, the West
is fragrant, and everywhere the soul inhales the holy perfume.
The sea of the unity of mankind is lifting up its waves with joy,
for there is real communication between the hearts and minds
of men. The banner of the Holy Spirit is uplifted, and men
see it, and are assured with the knowledge that this is a new
day.

This is a new cycle of human power. All the horizons
of the world are luminous, and the world will become indeed
as a garden and a paradise. It is the hour of unity of the sons
of men and of the drawing together of all races and all classes.
You are loosed from ancient superstitions which have kept

men ignorant, destroying the foundation of true humanity.
(CAbdu'l-Baha: Abdu'l-Baha in London, Pages: 19-20)
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Reading 6

Arise to further My Cause, and to exalt My Word amongst men. We are with you at all times,
and shall strengthen you through the power of truth. We are truly almighty. Whoso hath
recognized Me will arise and serve Me with such determination that the powers of earth and
heaven shall be unable to defeat his purpose. (Bahauillah: The Kitab-i-Aqdas, Pages: 32-33)

Arise and, armed with the power of faith, shatter to pieces the gods of your vain imaginings,
the sowers of dissension amongst you. Cleave unto that which draweth you together and
uniteth you. (Bahawliah: Gleanings, Page: 217)

And now, concerning His words: "And He shall send His angels...."
By "angels" is meant those who, reinforced by the power of the
spirit, have consumed, with the fire of the love of God, all human
traits and limitations, and have clothed themselves with the attributes

of the most exalted Beings and of the Cherubim.
(Bahd'u'llah: The Kitab-i-lgan, Pages: 78-79)

Reading 7

First and foremost among these favors, which the Almighty hath conferred upon man, is the
gift of understanding. His purpose in conferring such a gift is none other except to enable His
creature to know and recognize the one true God - exalted be His glory. This gift giveth man
the power to discern the truth in all things, leadeth him to that which is right, and helpeth him
to discover the secrets of creation. Next in rank, is the powerof vision, the chief instrument
whereby his understanding can function. The senses of hearing, of the heart, and the like, are
similarly to be reckoned among the gifts with which the human body is endowed.
Immeasurably exalted is the Almighty Who hath created these power, and revealed them in the
body of man. (Bahad'u'llah: Gleanings, Page: 194)
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Reading 8

...reflect how the elevated heavens of the Dispensations of the
past have, in the right hand of power, been folded together, how
the heavens of divine Revelation have been raised by the command
of God, and been adorned by the sun, the moon, and stars of His
wondrous commandments. Such are the mysteries of the Word of
God, which have been unveiled and made manifest, that haply
thou mayest apprehend the morning light of divine guidance,
mayest quench, by the power of reliance and renunciation, the
lamp of idle fancy, of vain imaginings, of hesitation, and doubt,
and mayest kindle, in the inmost chamber of thine heart, the new-

born light of divine knowledge and certitude.
(Bah&'u'llah: The Kitab-i-lgan, Pages: 48-49)

Reading 9

He Who leadeth to true victory is come. By the righteousness of God! He is fully capable of
revolutionizing the world through the power of a single Word. Having enjoined upon all men

to observe wisdom, He Himself hath adhered to the cord of patience and resignation.
(Baha'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Pages: 259-260)

The Books, the Scriptures and Holy Writings of previous aes have all proclaimed the joyful
tidings that the purpose underlying this most mighty Revelation is none other than the
rehabilitation of the world and its nations: that perchance the power of utterance may prevail
over the power of arms, and the world's affairs be administered through the potency of love.
We ask God, the True One, to invest all with the mantle of trustworthiness, for that is the
world's comeliest garment. (Baha'u'llah:; Trustworthiness, Page: 332)

O people of Baha! The source of crafts, sciences and arts is the power of reflection. Make ye
every effort that out of this ideal mine there may gleam forth such pearls of wisdom and

utterance as will promote the well-being and harmony of all the kindreds of the earth.
(Baha'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 72)

Through the strengthening power of My Name seize ye the chalice of knowledge, drink then
your fill in defiance of the people of the world who have broken the Covenant of God and His
Testament, rejected His proofs and clear tokens, and cavilled at His signs which have pervaded
all that are in heaven and on earth. (Bahd'u'llah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 79)
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