Feast of 1zzat (Might)—September 8

Reading 1

In pursuance, however, of the principle that for every thing a time hath been fixed, and for
every fruit a season hath been ordained, the latent energies of such a bounty can best be
released, and the vernal glory of such a gift can only be manifested, in the Days of God.
Invested though each day may be with its pre-ordained share of God's wondrous grace, the
Days immediately associated with the Manifestation of God possess a unique distinction and
occupy a station which no mind can ever comprehend. Such b the virtue infused into them
that if the hearts of all that dwell in the heavens and the earth were, in those days of everlasting
delight, to be brought face to face with that Day Star of unfading glory and attuned to His Will,
each would find itself exalted above all earthly things, radiant with His light, and sanctified
through His grace. All hail to this grace which no blessing, however great, can excel, and all
honor to such a loving-kindness the like of which the eye of creation hath not seen! Exalted is

He above that which they attribute unto Him or recount about Him!
(Bahd'u'llah: Gleanings, Pages: 262-263)

Reading 2

How great the blessedness that awaiteth the king who will arise to aid My Cause in My
kingdom, who will detach himself from all else but Me! Such a king is numbered with the
companions of the Crimson Ark - the Ark which God hath prepared for the people of Baha.
All must glorify his name, must reverence his station, and aid him to unlock the cities with the
keys of My Name, the omnipotent Protector of all that inhabit the visible and invisible
kingdoms. Such a king is the very eye of mankind, the luminous ornament on the brow of
creation, the fountainhead of blessings unto the whole world. Offer up, O people of Baha,
your substance, nay your very lives, for his assistance. (Bah&'u'llah: The Kitab-i-Aqdas, Page: 50)

Reading 3

Every fair-minded person testifieth and every man of insight is well aware that the One
true God - exalted be His glory - hath unceasingly set forth and expounded that which will
elevate the station and will exalt the rank of the children of men. The people of Baha burn
brightly amidst the gatherings even as a candle and hold fast unto that which God hath
purposed. This station standeth supreme above all stations. Well is it with him who hath cast
away the things that the people of the world possess, yearning for that which pertaineth unto
God, the Sovereign Lord of eternity.  (Bahawliah: Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Pages: 58-59)
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Reading 4

The first duty prescribed by God for His servants is the recognition of Him Who is the
Dayspring of His Revelation and the Fountain of His laws, Who representeth the Godhead in
both the Kingdom of His Cause and the world of creation. Whoso achieveth this duty hath
attained unto all good; and whoso is deprived thereof hath gone astray, though he be the author
of every righteous deed. It behoveth everyone who reacheth this most sublime station, this
summit of transcendent glory, to observe every ordinance of Him Who is the Desire of the
world. These twin duties are inseparable. Neither is acceptable without the other. Thus hath it
been decreed by Him Who is the Source of Divine inspiration. (Bahauliah: The Kitab-i-Aqdas, Page: 19)

Reading 5

Say: O ye lovers of the One true God! Strive, that ye may truly recognize and know Him, and
observe befittingly His precepts. This is a Revelation, under which, if a man shed for its sake
one drop of blood, myriads of oceans will be his recompense. Take heed, O friends, that ye
forfeit not so inestimable a benefit, or disregard its transcendent station. Consider the multitude
of lives that have been, and are still being, sacrificed in a world deluded by a mere phantom
which the vain imaginations of its peoples have conceived. Render thanks unto God, inasmuch
as ye have attained unto your heart's Desire, and been united to Him Who is the Promise of all
nations. Guard ye, with the aid of the one true God - exalted be His glory - the integrity of the
station which ye have attained, and cleave to that which shall promote His Cause. He, verily,
enjoineth on you what is right and conducive to the exaltation of man's station. Glorified be
the All-Merciful, the Revealer of this wondrous Tablet. (Baha'u'llah: Gleanings, Pages: 5-6)
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Reading 6

In this consisteth the complete surrender of one's will to the Will of God. Meditate on this,
that thou mayest drink in the waters of everlasting life which flow through the words of the
Lord of all mankind, and mayest testify that the one true God hath ever been immeasurably
exalted above His creatures. He, verily, is the Incomparable, the Ever-Abiding, the Omniscient,
the All-Wise. The station of absolute self-surrender transcendeth, and will ever remain exalted
above, every other station. (Baha'u'llah: Gleanings, Pages: 337-338)

Reading 7

Thou hast, moreover, asked Me concerning the state of the soul after its separation from the
body. Know thou, of a truth, that if the soul of man hath walked in the ways of God, it will,
assuredly, return and be gathered to the glory of the Beloved. By the righteousness of God! It
shall attain a station such as no pen can depict, or tongue describe. The soul that hath
remained faithful to the Cause of God, and stood unwaveringly firm in His Path shall, after his
ascension, be possessed of such power that all the worlds which the Almighty hath created can
benefit through him. Such a soul provideth, at the bidding of the Ideal King and Divine
Educator, the pure leaven that leaveneth the world of being, and furnisheth the power through
which the arts and wonders of the world are made manifest. Consider how meal needeth
leaven to be leavened with. Those souls that are the symbols of detachment are the leaven of
the world. Meditate on this, and be of the thankful. (Bahauliah: Gleanings, Page: 161)
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Reading 8

The people of Baha, who are the inmates of
the Ark of God, are, one and all, well aware
of one another's state and condition, and are
united in the bonds of intimacy and
fellowship.  Such a state, however, must
depend upon their faith and their conduct.
They that are of the same grade and station
are fully aware of one another's capacity,
character, accomplishments and merits. They
that are of a lower grade, however, are
incapable of comprehending adequately the
station, or of estimating the merits, of those
that rank above them. Each shall receive his
share from thy Lord. Blessed is the man that
hath turned his face towards God, and
walked steadfastly in His love, until his soul
hath winged its flight unto God, the
Sovereign Lord of all, the Most Powerful, the

Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
(Bahd'u'llah: Gleanings, Page: 170)

Reading 9

O YE DWELLERS IN THE HIGHEST PARADISE! Proclaim unto the children of
assurance that within the realms of holiness, nigh unto the celestial paradise, a new garden hath
appeared, round which circle the denizens of the realm on high and the immortal dwellers of
the exalted paradise. Strive, then, that ye may attain that station, that ye may unravel the
mysteries of love from its wind-flowers and learn the secret of divine and consummate wisdom
from its eternal fruits. Solaced are the eyes of them that enter and abide therein!

(Bahé‘u'lléh: Persian Hidden Words, Page: 18)
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